The Miller and McAfee Press

Two sound works

20th March – 26th April 2003

Private View 27th March

Presentation of other sound works 3rd April

Henry Peacock Gallery 38a Foley St. London W1
The Miller and McAfee Press have installed two sound works for their show at the Henry Peacock Gallery. Both works take texts from the Christian Bible and present them as spoken word. The meaning of the texts is distorted by the way in which we hear them. The Word of the Bible is mediated through its manifestation as sound. Whoever speaks does so in a way that alters our perception or reading of the texts.

In The Lord’s Prayer eight different foreign accents are all heard simultaneously saying the Lord’s Prayer in English. The three dimensional sound installation creates the sensation of voices moving around the listener in a circular path. The prayer is looped, as is the movement of the voices. As each voice moves past, the listener is offered the chance to build a sense of narrative as one accent precedes or follows another. Notions of Imperialism, Colonialism, stereotype, and religion as cultural identity are also challenged. 

In the back passageway of the Henry Peacock Gallery The Miller and McAfee Press have installed 30 wise sayings. Taken from the Old Testament book of ‘Proverbs’ the 30 wise sayings form part of a collection of wise sayings attributed to King Solomon, but most probably only coined by him and actually created by scholars and teachers of the time. Each saying has been stretched to last for one minute forcing the listener not to only exhibit a certain patience, but to strain to decipher the slightly demonic sound of the text. The sayings provide a moral yardstick as to how to live a good life. By imposing a temporal limit on each saying the Miller and McAfee Press draw attention to the structure of the sayings whilst also hinting at the temporal context they were written in. Many sayings include phrases and sentiments now considered outdated even on moral grounds.

In addition to the Private View there will also be a presentation of other sound works on the evening of the 3rd April from 6.30pm. This will include a recording of 1 Corinthians 3 from last year’s Liverpool Biennial, a sound work involving a 20 piece choir simultaneously chanting different English translations of the Bible; and Samba, a 17 track album in which invited musicians and artists have produced a track on response to the Samba mobile phone ringtone. 

For more information please contact info@themmpress.com
